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Eight teams of St. Lucie County middle
school students will compete in a go-

“The team will explore motor mounting and horse power; they will
need higher horse power if they want the go-kart to move faster,” said
kart race for which they designed Jennings. “I'm going to allow them to do as much as they can without my
power plants and engines powered by input and if they come to me and ask for help with some of their ideas I'll
alternative fuels in the Florida Power and Light Extreme Energy Educatibelp them. But the work will be their own.” Jennings said the project will
Event (FPL XE3) Student Kart Alternative Fuel Races. Activities will takgrovide the team with experience for a number of skills: art, journalism,
place Friday and Saturday, May 21 & 22, 2010, at the Treasure Coast science, engineering and sportsmanship. The FPL XE3 Event is expected
Research Park located in west St. Lucie County at 2199 South Rock  to involve art students who will design a logo and theme for their car.
Road. Admission is free and the public is invited to this uniquely |, ..
“high energy” science event scheduled to demonstrate the park’s Its an honor and p”Vllege for FPL to

commitment to education and research. be the title sponsor of the upcoming FPL

“It's an honor and privilege for FPL to be the title sponsor of XE3 Event for St. Lucie County students.”
the upcoming FPL XE3 Event for St. Lucie County students,” said
Amy Brunjes, FPL's external affairs manager for St. Lucie County. Amy Brunjes, FPLs external affairs manager for St. Lucie County
“Partnering with the communities that we serve, especially when
it pertains to education, is at the core of what we do. This event is a
perfect opportunity to do just that.”

This premier event will be hosted by the edgling Treasure Coast
Research Park, a demonstration of the park’s total commitment to the Jennings’ committee includes professionals whose expertise will be
region’s school district and to its youth, according to Ben DeVries, invaluable to the students’ successful learning experience. A professional
Executive Director of The Treasure Coast Research Park. “This event withce technician who once participated in NASCAR will design the race.
launch a long-term relationship with our education partners in the region&n Indian River State College technical instructor will ensure the
said DeVries. “For a research park to grow, the school system must growtudents’ safety. One student mentor’s expertise is with wood products
with it. Our schools will play a key role in workforce development. and woodshop machinery. Drivers will be protected by non ammable
By the time our rst buildings are standing, today’s students will be suits and headgear. Spectator safety is also a critical element of the event
completing high school. Our work with them will support the ambitions plan. DeVries said the most important element for the event, the Park, the
of the park and of the region.” students - and the future - is curiosity. Curiosity, he said, is the spark that

At this time, the go-karts has always and will always solve our problems.
are rolling into the technology “My generation won't solve the energy crisis -- but
classrooms. But the teams the younger generation - perhaps these students -
already have a start with their de nitely will,” said DeVries.
research to build a motor Northport Middle School student Alex Steinberg
and with their alternative fuel said the team has been on the internet searching
selections. Participating team engine construction. Although he hasn't been success-
members attend Northport ful nding motor blueprints online, he has a friend
Middle School, where their who races motorbikes and has sponsors who may be
instructor Mr. Jack Clark, is willing to assist his team as well. “| like the idea that
overseeing the team'’s efforts; we get to build an engine and | want to hang out at
Samuel Gaines Academy, a mechanics shop to learn about parts and how they
Chadwick Bacon; Forest are put together,” said Steinberg. “I want a scholar-
Grove Middle School, John ship too. | want to attend an international college.”
Schultz; Dan McCarty Middle Curiosity, engine construction, the right alternative
School, Mark Sawicki; St. fuel, excitement and enthusiasm are driving students
Lucie West K-8 School, Dawn to work towards a race in which everyone will
Skoglund; Southern Oaks . . . emerge a rst place winner according to Northport
Middle School, Brian Jones; ) € . Middle School Technology Instructor Jack Clark.

Palm Pointe Middle School, . e ff ,f - “Every year | try to come up with a great construc-
Joanne Hilhorst; and Southport e tion project and this is de nitely the most exciting we
Middle School, Jayne Hartman. In addition, each team has been have ever had,” said Clark. “When the kids meet to work on the karts,
assigned a mentor for support. Larry Jennings, FPL XE3 committee  rapid re questions start emerging: they discuss fuels, search engines for
member and mentor for Northport Middle School, is suggesting his engine blueprints, we're planning to destroy a motor so we can under-
team may wish to consider solar battery-powered electrical motor. stand how one operates. This is one fantastic learning opportunity for the
Jennings holds a degree in Electrical Engineering. entire class.”
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The students are required to keep a journal about their research, work
and how they worked through moments of stymie. The journaling
will employ organization and journalism skills.

Building Success
From the Ground Up

In a sophisticated 3-dimensional electronic
AutoCAD presentation, The Treasure Coast
Research Park exists: a resort-like, carefully
planned, ood-proof, energy ef cient, and

very attractive complex. Within the presenta-
tion, research buildings and green common
areas deliver sweeping views of uncrowded
smart buildings set generously apart from one
another. The park land is divided into six quad-
rangles of 32 acres each. Each will feature

a 6-acre t-shaped lake regulated by cascade
fountains. At any viewpoint, visitors and those
in residence will enjoy the lakes and land-
scaping. Parking lots are out of view from the
street. An elongated gracious piazza followed
by an athletic eld is the park’s focal point in
each quad.

“Upon completion of the Park’s conceptual
plan last August, the Treasure Coast Research,
Education and Development Authority and its
design team members analyzed the plan and and conserve their own energy; offer ample
modi ed it to better accommodate the teams  convenience and security to researchers and
guiding principles,” said Ben DeVries, Treasure employees; provide convenient visitor and
Coast Research Park Executive Director. “We  delivery hubs access; and provide unique
looked at the plan with an eye to improve upon visual elements and attractive public spaces.
our initial plan.” The Park’s planned entrance is on

Since the creation of the rst plan, quad-
rangles were added as a major modi cation.
The design principles include the creation of a

lot in which they will hook up hybrid automo-
biles for recharging.
“There is the ability for adaptive growth and

park that will attract top research rms from the evolution designed into the plan,” said DeVries.
international research community; protect valu- “As we kept working the plan has become

able research; be responsive and connected to dynamic. It has movement. Everything in the
its neighbors and its environment; produce

park is about movement: people move,

cars move, water moves, ideas and research
programs move — and the plan to develop the
Park continues to move to serve the region for
many decades.” Types of materials used for the
buildings will conserve energy. Solar panels
mounted on the roofs of each building will
Okeechobee Road, situated deliberately produce energy. The buildings will repeat the
away from Kings Highway'’s traf c issues; smart architecture of the U.S. Department of
it is conveniently located less than one Agriculture facility already located within the park.
mile from both Interstate 95 and the According to DeVries, the Park is intended
Florida Turnpike entrances. Itis  to resemble a resort playground for scientists.
easy to locate and will not inter- The athletic elds planned for each quadrangle
fere with local residents and  are intended for soccer or other recreational
traf c. The latest technology sport such as volley or softball. DeVries said
in electronic marquee signs the Park plan will continue to be modi ed
will stand at the Park’s en-  as tenants’ needs are identi ed, and as new
trance. The Park is planned risks and opportunities are presented. “With
to serve its people, those  the addition of the quadrangles to the Park
who will work and enjoy plan, we now have the exibility to build a
rejuvenation during leisure  park that works for all of its constituents,” said
breaks. A large soccer eld DeVries.“The development industry involves risk,
sits immediately adjacent to  variability and opportunities. The quadrangles
the widest border of the lake.  plan provides us with the exibility necessary
Sidewalks connecting the build- to attract small and large rms, those that have
ings and the landscaped areas will different support requirements. It gives the Park
encourage walking. Park researchers the opportunity to grow in ways that we have
and staff may access a covered parking only to imagine.”



